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* CALL TO WORSHIP 

L: Praise be to God who is unchanging! 

P: Thanks be to God who is continually creating newness and hope. 

(singer sings part of “Unchanged”) 

 

L: Each day we are greeted by new opportunities and challenges. 

P: Each day we are given courage and strength to accomplish God’s tasks. 

(singer sings part of “Unchanged”) 

 

L: Let all God’s people shout praises to the heavens! 

P: Great is our God and greatly to be praised! AMEN. 

(singer sings part of “Unchanged”) 
 

https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/4389/worship-connection-november-17-2019 

words and music for “Unchanged” by B. Conover 

 

 

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, in whose image we are made, who claims us and 

calls us beloved. 

Amen. 

          Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy One, 

we confess that we are not awake for you. We are not faithful in using your gifts. We 

forget the least of our siblings. We do not see your beautiful image in one another. 

We are infected by sin that divides your beloved community. Open our hearts to 

your coming, open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, open our hands to serve your 

creation. Amen. 

 

Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us. Through 

☩ Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are called to rejoice! 

Let us live in the promises prepared for us from the foundation of the world. Amen. 
 

 

 

 
* - Congregation Stands   (If for any reason you are unable to stand during the service, please remain seated.) 

 

 



* OPENING SONG 

 

 

 

 

 
 

* GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray:  Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, 

and you give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and 

prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 90:1-8 [9-11] 12 

 1Lord, you have been our refuge 

  from one generation to another. 

 2Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the earth were born, 

  from age to age you are God. 

 3You turn us back to the dust and say, 

  “Turn back, O children of earth.” 

 4For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past 

  and like a watch in the night; 

 5you sweep them away like a dream, 

  they fade away suddenly like the grass: 
6in the morning it is green and flourishes; 

  in the evening it is dried up and withered. 
7For we are consumed by your anger; 

  we are afraid because of your wrath. 
8Our iniquities you have set before you, 

  and our secret sins in the light of your countenance. 
9When you are angry, all our days are gone; 

  we bring our years to an end like a sigh. 
10The span of our life is seventy years, perhaps in strength even eighty; 

  yet the sum of them is but labor and sorrow, for they pass away quickly and            

we are gone. 
11Who regards the power of your wrath? 

  Who rightly fears your indignation? 
12So teach us to number our days 

  that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. 

 

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

(for text of reading, see back of bulletin) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



* HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 
 

* THE WORD OF GOD: Matthew 25:14-30 

A reading from the Gospel of Matthew: 

 (for text of reading, see back of bulletin) 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CONGREGATIONAL SONG 

 
 

 

* APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in 

Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried. He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  He 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come 

again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 
 

 

 

 

 



* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power 

on the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Lord of the church, ignite your people with the passion of your love. By the fire of your 

Holy Spirit, unify us across ministries, congregations, and denominations, and refine us 

to participate in your activity throughout the world. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Lord of creation, we stand in awe at the works of your hands and praise you for the 

beauty of nature (local places of natural beauty may be named). Bless the earth for your 

glory and restore its integrity where exploitation has caused ruin. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Lord of the nations, sound forth your justice in the ears of all leaders. Increase concern 

for those who are most vulnerable, especially as international leaders forge trade 

agreements and cooperate to end human rights abuses. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Lord of all in need, search out all who cry to you in distress. Scatter the heavy clouds of 

depression, chronic illness, unemployment, and loneliness with your radiant light. Send 

us as encouragement and signs of your healing. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Lord of the stranger, stir up holy restlessness in us to extend love to those at the margins. 

Release our desire for control and open us to learn from the perspectives of others. Hear 

us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Lord of the living and the dead, we give you thanks for all the saints at rest from their 

labors (especially). Rouse us to live by their example, that saints yet to come may also 

know your love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you 

gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



* OFFERING SONG - "WE ARE AN OFFERING" 

 
 

* OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray:  God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around your 

table, and shared your abundant blessings. Number us among them that, as we gather 

these gifts from your abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast 

upon your very self and care for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our 

Sovereign and Servant. Amen. 

 

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

          And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

          We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

          It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right and salutary…(Here the minister continues with the preface appropriate 

to  the day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 
 



 
 

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

* THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

There is a place for you at the banquet. Come and feast at Jesus’ table. 

          We come. 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS who believe that the risen Christ is present in the Eucharist to forgive sin 

and renew life are invited to share at your pew.  Please remain there, kneel as you are able, and 

receive the elements using the communion packet you were given.  If there are other special needs, 

please speak to an usher.) 

 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

Amen 

 

 

 



* POST COMMUNION HYMN 

 
 

 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray:  Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the 

journey, strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, and give us glad and 

generous hearts as we meet you on the way. Amen. 

 

* BLESSING 

May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us 

beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad! The 

blessing of God, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



* CLOSING SONG 

 
 

* SENDING 

Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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