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THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT / 10:00 AM 

 

* CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

L: Come all who are lost and in pain. God calls to you. 

P: Lord, lift us from our fears and sorrows; bring us close to you. 

 (Soloist sings “You Are Mine.”) 

 

L: Come all who have lost hope, who feel that there is nothing worth living for. 

P: Lord, clear away our blindness that we may see the light of your love. 

 (Soloist sings “You Are Mine.”) 

 

L: Come, do not despair. God is calling your name. 

P: We want to be ready for this journey. Help us, Lord. Make us ready to trust you. 

Amen. 

 

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of 

steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one 

who is full of compassion. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Fountain of living water, 

pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. Rebuild what 

we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your cleansing flood. 

Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and restorers of 

the world you so love. Amen. 

 

Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of Jesus 

Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers 

them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus. Amen. 
 

 

 
* - Congregation Stands   (If for any reason you are unable to stand during the service, please remain seated.)  

 



* OPENING SONG 

 

 

 

 
 

 

* GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray:  Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act 

courageously. Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the wisdom that 

comes only through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 

FIRST READING: Exodus 20:1-17 

          (for text of reading, see back of bulletin) 

 

  



RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 19 

 1The heavens declare the glory of God, 

  and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork. 

 2One day tells its tale to another, 

  and one night imparts knowledge to another. 

 3Although they have no words or language, 

  and their voices are not heard, 

 4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the 

world, 

  where God has pitched a tent for the sun. 

 5It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 

  it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 

 6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it 

again; 

  nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 

 7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; 

  the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 

 8The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; 

  the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes. 

 9The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; 

  the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 

 10More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, 

  sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 

 11By them also is your servant enlightened, 

  and in keeping them there is great reward. 

 12Who can detect one’s own offenses? 

  Cleanse me from my secret faults. 

 13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over 

me; 

  then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 

 14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in 

your sight, 

  O LORD, my strength and my redeemer. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



* HYMN OF PRAISE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

* THE WORD OF GOD: John 2:13-22 

A reading from the Gospel of John. 

 (for text of reading, see back of bulletin) 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



CONGREGATIONAL SONG 

 
 

* APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in 

Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried. He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  He 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come 

again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 



 

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in 

need. 

A brief silence. 

There is no God before you. Purify the faith of your church, that your people place their 

trust in nothing beside you. Your name is holy. Guide your church, that in every situation 

your people’s words and actions honor your name. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

The heavens declare your glory. Renew your creation. Provide leaders in the struggle for 

clean air and water; protect creatures and crops that rely on healthy ecosystems; give all 

people the willingness to repent when our way of life pollutes the earth and skies. Hear 

us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Your foolishness is wiser than human wisdom. Fill leaders with the foolishness of your 

peace and mercy. Your law defends the vulnerable. Work through legislators, judicial 

systems, and systems of law enforcement to protect the wellbeing and freedom of all 

(especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Your weakness is stronger than human strength. Protect those who are vulnerable and 

give courage to all who are suffering (especially). Defend victims of crime and bring 

redemption to those who have harmed others. Give sabbath rest to all who labor. Hear us, 

O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You call us to proclaim Christ crucified. Give clarity to this congregation and our leaders, 

so that we might follow Christ beyond our own habits and comfort. Clear out anything in 

our common life that would obscure the gospel or that serves our own interests. Hear us, 

O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

The cross of Christ is your power for all who are being saved. Thank you for (Perpetua, 

Felicity, and) all the martyrs whose witness reveals the power of the cross. Give us the 

same trust in life and in death. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Amen. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC 

 

 

 



* OFFERING SONG - "WE ARE AN OFFERING" 

 
 

 

* OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray:  Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our 

hunger with bread from heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from 

death to life with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

          And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

          We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

          It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right and salutary…(Here the minister continues with the preface appropriate 

to  the day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 



 
 

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

* THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come to this meal and be fed. 

          We come. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS who believe that the risen Christ is present in the Eucharist to forgive sin and renew life are 

invited to share at your pew.  Please remain there, kneel as you are able, and receive the elements using the communion 

packet you were given.  If there are other special needs, please speak to an usher.) 

 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

Amen 

 

 

 

 



* POST COMMUNION HYMN 

 
 

 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray:  God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for 

the sake of the world. Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to 

the love that has made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

* BLESSING 

And now a blessing: You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good 

works, chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you ☩ that 

you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



* CLOSING SONG 

 
 

* SENDING 

Go in peace.  Share the Good News. 

Thanks be to God. 
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