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Sunday, January 24th, 2021 

THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY / 10:00 AM 

 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (Text: © Ministry Matters; https://www.ministrymatters.com) 

(Soloist begins with portion of “Cry of My Heart”.) 
 

L: Jesus has called us to leave our comfortable ways and venture forward with him. 

P: Lord Jesus, we are so often afraid, it is easier for us to remain bound to our 

habits. 

(Soloist sings more of “Cry of My Heart”.) 
 

L: Jesus knows your fears and offers you healing. 

P: Lord Jesus, Open our hearts and teach us your ways. 

(Soloist concludes with portion of “Cry of My Heart”.) 
 

(“Cry of My Heart” by Terry Butler; © 1991 Mercy Vineyard Publishing) 

 

* THANKSGIVNG FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave 

us birth, our light and our salvation.  Amen. 

 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and 

forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, O Living One, for you have created all, and you water the 

earth abundantly. Oceans and aquifers praise you. Rivers and streams bless you. 

Here local bodies of water may be named. 

 

All life is sustained by you, our Source.  We praise you for Christ, the firstborn from the 

dead, who frees us from sin and raises us up to new life.  Here at this font we touch the 

river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing through the city of God.  Here, death is 

washed away forever.  Here, we are grafted into the tree of life, with leaves for the 

healing of the world.  Pour out your Holy Spirit on this assembly, into this community, 

and throughout all creation.  Cleanse us from our fears and drown our divisions.  Grant 

that all may drink of your mercy and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 
* - Congregation Stands   (If for any reason you are unable to stand during the service, please remain seated.) 



* OPENING SONG 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

* GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray:  Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the 

countless blessings and benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, love you more 

dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

(for text of reading, see back of bulletin) 

 

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 62:5-12 

 5For God alone I wait in silence; 

  truly, my hope is in God. 

 6God alone is my rock and my salvation, 

  my stronghold, so that I shall never be shaken. 

 7In God is my deliverance and my honor; 

  God is my strong rock and my refuge. 



     8Put your trust in God always, O people, 

  pour out your hearts before the one who is our refuge. 

 9Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate cannot be trusted. 

  Placed on the scales together they weigh even less than a breath. 

 10Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride; 

  though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it. 

 11God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, 

  that power belongs to God. 

 12Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord, 

  for you repay all according to their deeds. 
 

* HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

 
 

* THE WORD OF GOD: Mark 1:14-20 

A reading from the Gospel of Mark: 

(for text of reading, see back of bulletin) 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CONGREGATIONAL SONG 



 
 



* APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in 

Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried. He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  He 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come 

again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 

world, and all people in need. 

A brief silence. 

For the church throughout the world, for pastors and teachers, for deacons and 

deaconesses, and for musicians and servers, that all proclaim the good news of God’s 

reconciling love, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

For skies and seas, for birds and fish, for favorable weather and clean water, and for the 

well-being of creation, that God raise up advocates and scientists to guide our care for all 

the earth, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

For those who provide leadership in our cities and around the world, for nonprofit and 

nongovernmental organizations, for planning commissions and homeless advocates, that 

God inspire all people in the just use of wealth, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

For those who are sick, distressed, or grieving; for the outcast and all who await relief 

(especially), that in the midst of suffering, God’s peace and mercy surround them, let us 

pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

For our congregation and community, for families big and small, and for the 

organizations that meet here during the week, that God’s steadfast love serve as a model 

for all relationships, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

In thanksgiving for our ancestors in the faith whose lives serve as an example of gospel 

living, that they point us to salvation through Christ, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one 

who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 



SPECIAL MUSIC 

 

* OFFERING SONG - "WE ARE AN OFFERING" 

 
 

* OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray:  O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her 

child, with arms open wide. Nourish us anew in your tender care, and empower us in 

faithful service to tend to others with this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving 

grace. Amen. 

 

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

          And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

          We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

          It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right and salutary…(Here the minister continues with the preface appropriate 

to  the day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 



 
 

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

* THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus. Come and be fed. 

          We come. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS who believe that the risen Christ is present in the Eucharist to forgive sin 

and renew life are invited to share at your pew.  Please remain there, kneel as you are able, and 

receive the elements using the communion packet you were given.  If there are other special needs, 

please speak to an usher.) 

 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

Amen 

 

 

 

 



* POST COMMUNION HYMN 

 
 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray:  Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life and are 

strengthened for our journey. Send us forth from this banquet nourished in body and in 

spirit to proclaim your good news and serve others in your name.  Amen. 

 

* BLESSING 

And now a Blessing: God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the 

Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. Amen. 

 

* CLOSING SONG 

 
 



 
 

* SENDING 

Go in peace. Be the Light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 
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