REFORMATION LUTHERAN CHURCH
Serving Absecon - Galloway Township
Rev. Heidi Link — Pastor
Brian Conover - Music Director

Sunday, December 13, 2020
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT /10:00 AM

* CALL TO WORSHIP

L: The time of waiting and watching is here! Are you ready?

P: We are waiting for the Lord of peace to open our hearts.
(singer sings part of “Prepare”)

L: The Lord of Peace comes to you this day to free you from your sins.
P: We are ready to receive the precious blessings of God.
(singer sings part of “Prepare”)

L: Come, let us worship God who loves us dearly.
P: Let us praise God for God’s blessings in our lives. AMEN
(singer sings part of “Prepare”)

https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/1856/classic-worship-connection-december-3-2017
words and music for “Prepare” by B. Conover

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be God, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure and whose
steadfast love endures forever. Amen.

Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God desires.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Loving and forgiving God,

we confess that we are held captive by sin. In spite of our best efforts, we have gone
astray. We have not welcomed the stranger; we have not loved our neighbor; we
have not been Christ to one another. Restore us, O God. Wake us up and turn us
from our sin. Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen.

People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and
you are free— free from all that holds you back and free to live in the peaceable realm of

God. May you be strengthened in God’s love, -+ comforted by Christ’s peace, and
accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

* - Congregation Stands (If for any reason you are unable to stand during the service, please remain seated.)



* OPENING SONG
Prepare the Royal Highway

Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised Kking!
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I Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings 1is near!
2 God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own e - ter - nal Kking!
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Let ev - ry hill and wval - ley a lev - el road ap - pear!

Palm branch-es strew be - fore him! Spread gar- ments! Shout and  sing!
Your king, yet ev - ry na - tion its frib - ute too may bring.
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Then greet the King of glo - ry, fore-told in sa - cred sto - ry:
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail you!
All  lands will bow be - fore him; their voic - es join your sing - ing:
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Ho - san-na to the Lord, for he ful-fills God’s word!

Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN, Swedish folk tune, 17th cent.
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

* GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
Let us pray: Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the
words of your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 126
"When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion,
then were we like those who dream.
“Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy.
Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.”



*The LorD has done great things for us,
and we are glad indeed.
*Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
like the watercourses of the Negeb.
°Those who sowed with tears
will reap with songs of joy.
*Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed,
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
(for text of reading, see back of bulletin)

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel
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1 Oh, come, oh, come, Em-man - u - el, and ran-som cap - tive
2 Oh, come, oh, come, great Lord of might, who to yourtribes on
3 Oh, come, strong Branch of Jes - se, free your own from Sa-tan’s
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Is - ra - el, that mourns in lone -ly ex - ile here
Si - nai’s height in  an - cient timesonce gave the law
tyr - an - ny; from depths of hell your peo - ple save
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un - til  the Son of God ap - pear.
in cloud, and maj - es - ty, and awe.
and give them vic-try o’er the grave.
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Re-joice!  Re - joice!
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Em-man - u-el shall come to you, O Is - ra - el.
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BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

P: The third candle is pink and symbolizes joy. It is called the “Shepard’s Candle,” and is
pink because rose is a liturgical color for joy. The third Sunday of Advent is Gaudete
Sunday and is meant to remind us of the joy that the world experienced at the birth of
Jesus, as well as the joy that the faithful have reached the midpoint of Advent.

Let us pray: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. Your prophets
spoke of a day when the desert would blossom and waters would break forth in the
wilderness. Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath. Strengthen our hearts as we
prepare for the coming of the Lord. May he give water to all who thirst, for he is our
light and our salvation. Blessed be God forever. Amen.

*HYMN OF PRAISE
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* THE WORD OF GOD: John 1:6-8, 19-28
A reading from the Gospel of John:
(for text of reading, see back of bulletin)
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.



SERMON

CONGREGATIONAL SONG
Christ, Be Our Light
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I Long-ing for light, we wait in dark-ness. Long-ing for
2 Long-ing for peace, our world is  trou-bled. Long-ing for
3 Long-ing for food, man -y are hun -gry. Long-ing for
4 Long-ing for  shel-ter, man -y are home-less. Long-ing for
5 Man -y the gifts, man -y the peo - ple, man -y the
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truth, we  turn you. Make wus  your own,
hope, man - y de - spair. Your word a - lone
wa - ter, man -y still thirst. Make wus  your bread,
warmth, man - y  are cold. Make us your build - ing,
hearts that yearn to  be - long. Let us be ser - vants
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your ho - ly  peo-ple, light for the world to see.
has pow’r to save us. Make us your liv - ing voice.
bro - ken for oth-ers, shared un - tl all are fed.
shel -ter - ing oth-ers, walls made of liv - ing stone.
to one an - oth-er signs of your king - dom  come.
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church gath - ered - day.

Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957
Music: CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT, Bernadette Farrell
Text and music © 1993 Bernadette Farrell.Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.




* NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power
of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

God of power and might, shine your radiance and come quickly to this weary world. Hear
our prayers for everyone in need.

A brief silence.

God of preachers and messengers, you have entrusted your church with the work of
proclaiming good news. Strengthen the witness of bishops, pastors, deacons, church
musicians, lay leaders, and all people who contribute their prayers and talents to public
worship (the congregation’s worship leaders may be named). Embed your word in their
hearts. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of every living creature, you announce the year of your favor for all of creation.
Extend your kindness and relief to endangered animals and plants. Strengthen the human
beings who rely on the rhythms of nature to make their living. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of all peoples and nations, you plant us as your oaks of righteousness and ask us to
care for one another. Be present with the leaders of every nation as they govern. Give
them a spirit of righteousness, that your goodness and mercy is revealed through their
actions. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



God of exiles and wanderers, you repair what was once destroyed. We pray for people
who have been displaced from their homes by fire, flood, earthquake, or storm (survivors
of recent natural disasters may be named). Support the work of Lutheran World Relief,
Lutheran Disaster Response, and all disaster relief organizations in their recovery efforts.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of the powerful and helpless, you clothe us with strength when our spirits are weak
and weary. Bestow your spirit upon this congregation and empower us to comfort the
people who turn to us in times of need. Make your church a place of refuge and healing.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of sinners and saints, you offer joy even in the midst of our grief. We are grateful for
the beloved, imperfect people whose lives testified to your radiant love (especially Lucy,
martyr of the church). Anoint all who mourn with the oil of gladness. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC

* OFFERING SONG - "WE ARE AN OFFERING"
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* OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray: Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every
season. Bless all that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your
blessing. In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. Amen.

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and salutary...(Here the minister continues with the preface appropriate
to the day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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ho - ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION

* THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen



* INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Even as we watch and wait, Christ is here. Come, eat and drink.
We come.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

(BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS who believe that the risen Christ is present in the Eucharist to forgive sin
and renew life are invited to share at your pew. Please remain there, kneel as you are able, and
receive the elements using the communion packet you were given. If there are other special needs,
please speak to an usher.)

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen

* POST COMMUNION HYMN
Soon and Very Soon
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1 Soon and ver - y soon
2 No more cry - in’ there, . ]
3 No more dy - in’ there, we are goin’ to see the King,
4 Soon and wver - y soon
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no more cry - in’ there, ., h ]
no more dy - in’ there, we are  goin’ to see the King,
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Hal-le - lu - jah, hal-le - lu - jah, we’re goin’ to see the King!



* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray: Gracious and abundant God, you have done great things for us, and we
rejoice. In this bread and cup you give us life forever. In your boundless mercy,
strengthen us and open our hearts to the world’s needs, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen.

* BLESSING
And now a Blessing: The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-

expected Savior fill you with love, the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, -+ now and
forever. Amen.



* CLOSING SONG
People, Look East
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1 Peo - ple, look east. The time is near of the crown-ing
2 Fur - rows, be glad. Though earth 1s bare, one more seed is
3 Stars, keep the watch. When night 1s dim, one more light the
4 An - gels an - nounce with shouts of mirth him who brings new
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of the  year. Make your house fair as you are a - ble,
plant - ed there. Give up your strength the seed to nour - ish,
bowl shall brim, shin - ing be - yond the frost - y weath - er,
life to  earth. Set ev -'ry peak and val - ley hum - ming
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trim the hearth and set the ta - ble. Peo- ple, look
that n course the flow’r may flour - 1ish. Peo- ple, look
bright as sun and moon to - geth - er. Peo-ple, look
with  the word, the Lord is com - ing. Peo-ple, look
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east, and sing to - day— Love, the Guest, is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Rose, is on the  way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Star, is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Lord, is on the  way.

Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965
Music: BESANCON, French carol
Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates.

* SENDING
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003599.
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