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THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER / 10:00 AM 

 

* THANKSGIVNG FOR BAPTISM 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of 

baptism. 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from 

death to life, from tears to joy. We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in 

the grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive 

our souls, like cups of cool water shared with strangers. Breathe your peace on your 

church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. Send us 

companions on our journey as we share your life. Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our 

hearts. Shower us with life. To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory 

of God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

* OPENING SONG 

 

 
 

…song continues… 
* - Congregation Stands   (If for any reason you are unable to stand during the service, please remain seated.) 



 

 

 
 

* GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray:  O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. 

Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the 

fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 8:26-40 

(for text of reading, see back of bulletin) 

 

 

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 22:25-31 

 25From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 

  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD. 

 26The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 

  Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever! 

 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; 

  all the families of nations shall bow before God. 



 28For dominion belongs to the LORD, 

  who rules over the nations. 

 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; 

  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD. 

 30Their descendants shall serve the LORD, 

  whom they shall proclaim to generations to come. 

 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, 

  saying to them, “The LORD has acted!” 

 

* HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 

* THE WORD OF GOD: John 15:1-8 

A reading from the Gospel of St. John: 

(for text of reading, see back of bulletin) 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CONGREGATIONAL SONG 

 
 

* NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen.   

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 

made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and 

for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he 

became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day 

he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 



Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He 

has spoken through the prophets.   

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one 

Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 

the life of the world to come. Amen 

 

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God 

who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

God of all fruitfulness, you abide in your church and your church abides in you. Cleanse 

us by your word and give yourself to the whole church on earth so that it bears fruit and 

witnesses to your love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You have created the heavens and the earth. As we wonder at the beauty of creation, may 

we seek vital connections among all that depends on the earth for life. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You rule the nations with justice and love. Give the leaders of the earth assurance of your 

abiding presence, that they lead not by fear but with love for those they are called to 

serve. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You have loved us so that we can love others. We pray for all in need of your love: those 

who are poor, lowly, outcast, weak, or fearful. Provide for the needs of all (especially). 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

You gather us with all the saints by the power of your Spirit (especially with Athanasius, 

Bishop of Alexandria and those we name before you). With them, may our hearts live 

forever in your keeping. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-

ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



* OFFERING SONG - "WE ARE AN OFFERING" 

 
 

* OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray:  God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 

Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a 

suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

          And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

          We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

          It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right and salutary…(Here the minister continues with the preface appropriate 

to  the day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 
 

 

 



 

 

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

* THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied. 

          We come. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS who believe that the risen Christ is present in the Eucharist to forgive sin 

and renew life are invited to share at your pew.  Please remain there, kneel as you are able, and 

receive the elements using the communion packet you were given.  If there are other special needs, 

please speak to an usher.) 

 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

Amen 
 

 

 

 



* POST COMMUNION HYMN 
 

 
 

 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray: Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 

Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may 

bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

* BLESSING 

And now a Blessing: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to 

love the risen Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 

and forever. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



* CLOSING SONG 

 
 

* SENDING 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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