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* GREETING 

Grace and peace to you from Jesus Christ our Lord; My brothers and sisters in Christ: On this most holy 

morning in which Jesus Christ passed over from death to life, we gather as the church to pray and to 

watch for the dawning of his triumph and resurrection.  We join with the whole company of God’s 

people in heaven and on earth in recalling and celebrating his victory over death, and our deliverance 

from the bondage of sin and darkness to everlasting light   Hear the Word of God: “In the beginning was 

the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. In him was life, and the life was the 

light of all people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. (John 1:1, 4-

5). 

 

* LIGHTING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE 

May the light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds:  The Light of Christ. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

* THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death to life, from 

tears to joy. We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 

like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with 

strangers. Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and 

forgiveness. Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. Make us one, risen Christ. 

Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of 

God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Light of Christ. 

 Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 
* - Congregation Stands  (If for any reason you are unable to stand during the service, please remain seated.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



* OPENING SONG 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



* APOSTOLIC GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray:  O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his 

glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we 

may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen 

 

PSALM (ELW): Psalm 118:1–2, 14–24 
1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; 

 God's mercy endures forever. 
2Let Israel now declare, 

 "God's mercy endures forever." 
14The LORD is my strength and my song, 

 and has become my salvation. 
15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 

 "The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly! 
16The right hand of the LORD is exalted! 

 The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!" 
17I shall not die, but live, 

 and declare the works of the LORD. 
18The LORD indeed punished me sorely, 

 but did not hand me over to death. 
19Open for me the gates of righteousness; 

 I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. 
20"This is the gate of the LORD; 

 here the righteous may enter." 
21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 

 and you have become my salvation. 
22The stone that the builders rejected 

 has become the chief cornerstone. 
23By the LORD has this been done; 

 it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24This is the day that the LORD has made; 

 let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



* SONG OF PRAISE 

 
 

* THE WORD OF GOD: Mark 16:1-8 

A reading from the Gospel of St. Mark: 

 (for text of the reading, see the back cover of the bulletin) 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CONGREGATIONAL SONG 

 
 

* NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 

and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 

from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the  

Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from 

heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made 

man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the 

prophets.   

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen 

 

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises 

to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

Praise to you for your power revealed in the resurrection! Fill your church with the power of your love 

that is stronger than death. Send us to tell the good news wherever death holds sway. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Praise to you for your life at work in the resurrection! Fill all of creation with your life. Bring it to 

blossom and flourish; use it to remind us of your persistent grace. Cultivate our care for what you have 

made. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Praise to you for the peace made possible in the resurrection! Fill the nations with your peace. Draw 

together people of all nations and languages; reveal new possibilities and inspire new beginnings. Hear 

us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Praise to you for the hope of the resurrection! Fill all in need with hope: those who are afraid or 

confused, those who are sick or suffering, those who are dying, and those who grieve (especially). 

Assure them of your promises. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Praise to you for the joy of your resurrection! Fill this assembly with joy as we are called your beloved 

in baptism. Multiply that joy so that we share it at home, at work, and in our community. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Praise to you for your faithfulness revealed in the resurrection! Fill us with trust, that we join with 

(Benedict the African and) all who have gone before us in proclaiming: “your mercy endures forever!” 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness 

and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



* OFFERING SONG 

 
 

* OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray:  God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives 

and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your 

beloved Child, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right and salutary…(Here the minister continues with the preface appropriate to  the  

day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 



 
 

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

* THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive  

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine 

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied. 

 We come. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS who believe that the risen Christ is present in the Eucharist to forgive sin and 

renew life are invited to share at our Table.  Please come to the Table as directed by an usher, kneel and 

raise your hand to receive the elements.  Children are welcome at the Table to receive a blessing.  You may 

remain standing if necessary.  If there are other special needs, please speak to an usher.) 
 

* POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  Amen 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



* POST COMMUNION HYMN 

 
 

 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray:  Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger 

still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

* BLESSING 

And now a blessing: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen 

Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



* CLOSING SONG 

 

 

 

 

 
 

* SENDING 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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