
 

REFORMATION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Serving Absecon - Galloway Township 

Rev. Heidi Link – Pastor 

Brian Conover - Music Director 

 

Sunday, August 1st, 2021 

THE TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST / 9:00 AM 

 

* OPENING SONG 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
* - Congregation Stands   (If for any reason you are unable to stand during the service, please remain seated.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God 

of mercy. 

Amen. 

 

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God, our provider, 

help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when 

they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own 

understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and 

your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words 

of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen. 

 

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By 

Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the 

bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 

Amen. 

 

* GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray:  Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a 

longing for your word and a hunger for your truth. Grant that we may know your Son to 

be the true bread of heaven and share this bread with all the world, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15 

(for text of reading, see back of bulletin) 

 

 

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 78:23-29 

 23So God commanded the clouds above 

  and opened the doors of heaven, 

 24raining down manna upon them to eat 

  and giving them grain from heaven. 

 25So mortals ate the bread of angels; 

  God provided for them food enough. 

 26The LORD caused the east wind to blow in the heavens 

  and powerfully led out the south wind, 



 27raining down flesh upon them like dust 

  and flying birds like the sand of the seas, 

 28letting them fall in the midst of the camp 

  and round about the dwellings. 

 29So the people ate and were well filled, 

  for God gave them what they craved. 

 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 4:1-16 

(for text of reading, see back of bulletin) 

 

* HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* THE WORD OF GOD: John 6:24-35 

A reading from the Gospel of St. John: 

(for text of reading, see back of bulletin) 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 



SERMON 

 

CONGREGATIONAL SONG 

 
 
 

* APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in 

Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried. He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  He 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come 

again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 



* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, the 

world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

You call your church to be the body of Christ. Awaken all the baptized to the gifts you 

provide for carrying out the work of ministry. Where the church is divided, knit us 

together and restore the unity of the faith. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You command the clouds above and cause the wind to blow in the heavens. Watch over 

deserts and wilderness places. Regenerate rainforests, defend species at risk of extinction, 

and strengthen the work of conservation organizations (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You summon leaders to respond to the needs of your people. Instill those who govern 

with patience when confronted with grievances and perseverance in seeking what 

promotes the well-being of the community. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You draw near to those who cry out for help. Feed those who are hungry, reassure those 

who are despairing, and accompany those who are imprisoned. Rain down the true bread 

from heaven that gives life to the world. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You receive all who come seeking a sign of grace. Make this congregation a place of 

hospitality for those accustomed to rejection. To those who have felt excluded here or 

elsewhere, prepare us to welcome them in the name of Christ. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

You provide food that endures for eternal life. Sustain us each day with the bread of life 

until we are gathered with (name/s and) all the saints and feast together at your heavenly 

banquet. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your saving 

love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



* OFFERING SONG 

 
 

* OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray:  Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us 

to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this 

meal. Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. Amen. 

 

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

* THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come! 

          We come. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS who believe that the risen Christ is present in the Eucharist to forgive sin and renew life are 

invited to share at your pew.  Please remain there, kneel as you are able, and receive the elements using the communion 

packet you were given.  If there are other special needs, please speak to an usher.) 

 

 

 



*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

Amen 

 

* POST COMMUNION HYMN 
 

 
 

 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray: Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could 

ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with 

your own life. In your name we pray.  Amen. 

 

* BLESSING 

And now a Blessing: The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys 

with us, ☩ be upon you now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



* CLOSING SONG 

 
 

* SENDING 

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 
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