REFORMATION LUTHERAN CHURCH
Serving Absecon - Galloway Township
Rev. Heidi Link — Pastor
Brian Conover - Music Director

Sunday, November 29t", 2020
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT /10:00 AM

* CALL TO WORSHIP

L: The time of waiting and watching is here! Are you ready?

P: We are waiting for the Lord of peace to open our hearts.
(singer sings part of “Prepare”)

L: The Lord of Peace comes to you this day to free you from your sins.
P: We are ready to receive the precious blessings of God.
(singer sings part of “Prepare”)

L: Come, let us worship God who loves us dearly.
P: Let us praise God for God’s blessings in our lives. AMEN
(singer sings part of “Prepare”)

https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/1856/classic-worship-connection-december-3-2017
words and music for “Prepare” by B. Conover

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be God, Father, ++ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure and whose
steadfast love endures forever. Amen.

Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God desires.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Loving and forgiving God,

we confess that we are held captive by sin. In spite of our best efforts, we have gone
astray. We have not welcomed the stranger; we have not loved our neighbor; we
have not been Christ to one another. Restore us, O God. Wake us up and turn us
from our sin. Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen.

People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and
you are free— free from all that holds you back and free to live in the peaceable realm of
God. May you be strengthened in God’s love, " comforted by Christ’s peace, and
accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



OPENING SONG
Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn
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Text:

Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: REJOICE, REJOICE, Marty Haugen

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Text and music © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.




* GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
Let us pray: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection
awaken us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming
of your new day, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

READING: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
'Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock;
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
’In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,
stir up your strength and come to help us.
*Restore us, O God;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
*O Lorp God of hosts,
how long will your anger fume when your people pray?
°You have fed them with the bread of tears;
you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
°You have made us the derision of our neighbors,
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
'Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
’Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand,
the one you have made so strong for yourself.
And so will we never turn away from you;
give us life, that we may call upon your name.
“Restore us, O LorD God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE OFFERING

(The Joyful Noise Offering is a collection taken on the last Sunday of the month where the
congregation donates its spare change, dollar bills, etc. to a service organization
outside of our church.)

Refrain:  Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! (Repeat)

Oh, how right it is to give thanks to Him, our creator and our king;
We sing out our praise to the holy one; We rejoice, we rejoice in our God! (Repeat
Refrain)



SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
(for text of reading, see back of bulletin)

GHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel
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Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Koln, 1710; tr. John M. Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: VENI, EMMANUEL, French processional, 15th cent.

BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

P: The first candle symbolizes hope and is known as the prophecy candle because it
represents the period of waiting with hope and expectation that preceded the birth of
Christ. As the candle burns throughout the week and becomes smaller and smaller, it
helps us remember that time continually passes and the return of Christ becomes nearer

and nearer with each passing day.



Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. You call all nations to walk in
your light and to seek your ways of justice and peace, for the night is past, and the dawn
of your coming is near. Bless us as we light the first candle of this wreath. Rouse us
from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes and welcome him into
our hearts and homes, for he is our light and our salvation. Blessed be God forever.
Amen.

*HYMN OF PRAISE
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* THE WORD OF GOD: Mark 13:24-37
A reading from the Gospel of Mark:
(for text of reading, see back of bulletin)
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON



CONGREGATIONAL SONG

Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying

heart with joy 1is spring-ing. She wakes, she ris - es

9 .
o = 4—= . —
ARV = - |

J 5 '

1 Wake, a - wake, for night s fly - ing, the watch-men

2 Zt - on hears the watch-men sing - ing, and all her
9] .

)4 N |
G ° cor t,or . -
w ! T T ! J

J =

on the heights are cry - @ng; a-wake, Je -ru - sa-lem, at last.

from her gloom.

9 | X
A\ - |
J & '
Mid - night hears the wel - come voic - es, and at  the
Her dear friend comes down, all glo - rious, the strong in
0 .
o e ==
o . ' ' ! o - =
thrill-ing cry re - joic - es: “Come forth, you maid-ens! Night 1s  past.
grace, in truth vic - to - rious: her star is ris’n; her light is come.
0 |
# ¢ — 4 . JI i
C ! ! & € -
\3V |
J T T _61_
thrill-ing cry re - joic - es: “Come forth, you maid-ens! Night is past.
grace, in truth vic - to - rious: her star is ris'n; her light is come.
Q 3 [l AN 1 }
{r £ P B J i g e T dl i
o J & J &
The bride - groom comes! A - wake; your lamps with glad - ness take!”
Now come, O  Bless - ed One, Lord Je - sus, God’s own Son.
9]
y T
©— r f
Al - le - lu - ia! Rise and pre - pare the feast to share;
Sing ho - san - na! Oh,  hear the «call! Come one, come all,
9 |
(& n » i
\\3¥ | -
) o
go, meet the bride - groom, who draws  near.
and fol - low to the ban - quet hall.




* NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power
of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the
Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through
the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power
on the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs of those around us. Bless all
social ministries of the church through which we seek to serve others as we ourselves
have been served. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust alike. Direct our use of creation to provide
for the needs of all people in ways that are sustainable for the earth. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Bring peace to every place where conflict rages (especially). Grant opportunities for
ending divisions among us and usher in your reign of unity and reconciliation. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

Heal the sinful divisions we erect between us and release us from systems of oppression
and prejudice. Restore our capacity to see your image in those whose dignity we have
stripped away (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



Pour out the gifts of your Spirit on children and youth throughout the church. Sustain
those who work in children’s ministry, youth ministry, and campus ministry as they
nurture the gifts of young people. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Thank you for saints now departed who fed the hungry, clothed the naked, and tended to
the sick. Inspire us by their example, that we may see your presence in those in need
around us. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you
gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC

* OFFERING SONG - "WE ARE AN OFFERING"
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* OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray: Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every
season. Bless all that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your
blessing. In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. Amen.



* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and salutary...(Here the minister continues with the preface appropriate
to the
day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*WORDS OF INSTITUTION

* THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Even as we watch and wait, Christ is here. Come, eat and drink.
We come.



DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

(BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS who believe that the risen Christ is present in the Eucharist to forgive sin and renew life are
invited to share at your pew. Please remain there, kneel as you are able, and receive the elements using the communion

packet you were given. If there are other special needs, please speak to an usher.)

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen

* POST COMMUNION HYMN
Soon and Very Soon
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* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

-le - lu - jah, we’re goin’ to see the King!

Let us pray: Gracious and abundant God, you have done great things for us, and we
rejoice. In this bread and cup you give us life forever. In your boundless mercy,
strengthen us and open our hearts to the world’s needs, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our

Lord. Amen.



* BLESSING
And now a Blessing: The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-

expected Savior fill you with love, the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, -+ now and
forever. Amen.

* CLOSING SONG
Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers
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Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660-1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907
Music: HAF TRONES LAMPA FARDIG, Swedish folk tune

* SENDING

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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