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Sunday, January 31st, 2021 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY / 10:00 AM 
 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (Text: © Ministry Matters; https://www.ministrymatters.com) 

 

(Soloist begins with portion of “Cry of My Heart”.) 

L: Jesus has called us to leave our comfortable ways and venture forward with him. 

P: Lord Jesus, we are so often afraid, it is easier for us to remain bound to our 

habits. 

(Soloist sings more of “Cry of My Heart”.) 

L: Jesus knows your fears and offers you healing. 

P: Lord Jesus, Open our hearts and teach us your ways. 

(Soloist concludes with portion of “Cry of My Heart”.) 
 

(“Cry of My Heart” by Terry Butler; © 1991 Mercy Vineyard Publishing) 

 

* THANKSGIVNG FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave 

us birth, our light and our salvation.  Amen. 

 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and 

forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, O Living One, for you have created all, and you water the 

earth abundantly. Oceans and aquifers praise you. Rivers and streams bless you. 

Here local bodies of water may be named. 

 

All life is sustained by you, our Source.  We praise you for Christ, the firstborn from the 

dead, who frees us from sin and raises us up to new life.  Here at this font we touch the 

river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing through the city of God.  Here, death is 

washed away forever.  Here, we are grafted into the tree of life, with leaves for the 

healing of the world.  Pour out your Holy Spirit on this assembly, into this community, 

and throughout all creation.  Cleanse us from our fears and drown our divisions.  Grant 

that all may drink of your mercy and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 
* - Congregation Stands   (If for any reason you are unable to stand during the service, please remain seated.) 

 

 



* OPENING SONG 

 
 

* GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray:  Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant 

presence and continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is 

broken and speak truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 



FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

(for text of reading, see back of bulletin) 

 

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE OFFERING 

(The Joyful Noise Offering is a collection taken on the last Sunday of the month where the 

congregation donates its spare change, dollar bills, etc. to a service organization 

outside of our church.) 

 

Refrain:     Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!  (Repeat) 

  

Oh, how right it is to give thanks to Him, our creator and our king; 

We sing out our praise to the holy one; We rejoice, we rejoice in our God!    (Repeat 

Refrain) 

 

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 111 

 1Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 

  in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation. 

 2Great are your works, O LORD, 

  pondered by all who delight in them. 

 3Majesty and splendor mark your deeds, 

  and your righteousness endures forever. 

 4You cause your wonders to be remembered; 

  you are gracious and full of compassion. 

 5You give food to those who fear you, 

  remembering forever your covenant. 

 6You have shown your people the power of your works 

  in giving them the lands of the nations. 

 7The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice; 

  all of your precepts are sure. 

 8They stand fast forever and ever, 

  because they are done in truth and equity. 

 9You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever; 

  holy and awesome is your name. 

 10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 

  all who practice this have a good understanding. God’s praise endures forever. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



* HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

 
 

* THE WORD OF GOD: Mark 1:21-28 

A reading from the Gospel of Mark: 

(for text of reading, see back of bulletin) 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CONGREGATIONAL SONG 

 

* APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in 

Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried. He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  He 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come 

again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 
 

  



* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 

world, and all people in need. 

A brief silence. 

For all who share the gospel and proclaim freedom in Christ throughout the world: 

prophets, teachers, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders; for the church and its ministries, let 

us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

For all God’s works in creation: plants and animals, water and soil, forests and farms; and 

for those tasked with protecting our natural resources and all that exists, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

For government and leaders: cities and nations, rescue professionals and legal aid 

attorneys, elected officials and grassroots organizers; for all responsible for the well-

being of civil society, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

For those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit: those who are sick and hospitalized, those 

living with HIV/AIDS, those struggling with mental illness, those who are hungry or 

homeless, and all in any need (especially); for caregivers, hospice workers, and home 

health aides, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

For the concerns of this congregation: those who travel, those absent from worship, those 

celebrating birthdays or anniversaries; for the people of God in this place and for other 

needs in our community (especially), let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

For the covenant God made with us in the waters of baptism, in thanksgiving for the 

baptized who have died in the Lord, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one 

who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC 

 

  



* OFFERING SONG - "WE ARE AN OFFERING" 

 
 

 

* OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray:  O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her 

child, with arms open wide. Nourish us anew in your tender care, and empower us in 

faithful service to tend to others with this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving 

grace. Amen. 

 

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

          And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

          We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

          It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right and salutary…(Here the minister continues with the preface appropriate 

to  the day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 

 



 
 

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

* THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus. Come and be fed. 

          We come. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS who believe that the risen Christ is present in the Eucharist to forgive sin and 

renew life are invited to share at your pew.  Please remain there, kneel as you are able, and receive the 

elements using the communion packet you were given.  If there are other special needs, please speak to an 

usher.) 

 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

Amen 

 

  



* POST COMMUNION HYMN 

 
 

 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray: Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life and are 

strengthened for our journey. Send us forth from this banquet nourished in body and in 

spirit to proclaim your good news and serve others in your name.  Amen. 

 

* BLESSING 

And now a Blessing: God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the 

Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. Amen. 

 

  



* CLOSING SONG 

 
 

* SENDING 

Go in peace. Be the Light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 
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