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Sunday, August 22nd, 2021 

THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST / 9:00 AM 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

L: All who are gathered here this day are welcome in the sight of the Lord. 

P: We come from times of stress and worry, needing God’s healing love. 

L: Come to this place of healing and feeding. 

P: Christ bids us welcome! 

(Soloist sings part of "Time Now to Gather") 

 

L: From the worries of our lives 

P: Christ bids us welcome! 

L: From the things that draw us down and away, 

P: Christ bids us welcome! 

(Soloist sings part of "Time Now to Gather") 

 

L: Let your celebration begin! 

P: Let us partake of the banquet of God in Jesus Christ. AMEN. 

(Soloist sings part of "Time Now to Gather") 

 
text © ministrymatters.com 

music © 1998 Abingdon Press 

 

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of 

mercy. 

Amen. 

 

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God, our provider, 

help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when 

they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own 

understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and 

your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words of 

eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen. 

 
* - Congregation Stands   (If for any reason you are unable to stand during the service, please remain seated.) 

 



Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By 

Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the 

bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 

Amen. 

 

* OPENING SONG 

 

 

* GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray:  Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. Direct our 

choices and preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing what is false and evil, we may live 

in you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



FIRST READING: Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 

(for text of reading, see back of bulletin) 
 

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 34:15-22 

 15The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, 

  and God’s ears are open to their cry. 

 16The face of the LORD is against those who do evil, 

  to erase the remembrance of them from the earth. 

 17The righteous cry, and the LORD hears them 

  and delivers them from all their troubles. 

 18The LORD is near to the brokenhearted 

  and saves those whose spirits are crushed. 

 19Many are the troubles of the righteous, 

  but the LORD delivers them from every one. 

 20God will keep safe all their bones; 

  not one of them shall be broken. 

 21Evil will bring death to the wicked 

  and those who hate the righteous will be punished. 

 22O LORD, you redeem the life of your servants, 

  and those who put their trust in you will not be punished. 

 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 6:10-20 

(for text of reading, see back of bulletin) 

 

* HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 
 



* THE WORD OF GOD: John 6:56-69 

A reading from the Gospel of St. John: 

(for text of reading, see back of bulletin) 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON 

 

CONGREGATIONAL SONG 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

* APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus 

Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 

born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried. He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into 

heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the 

living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in 

need. 

A brief silence. 

God of courage, bless all leaders of your church. Make them ready to proclaim the gospel 

of peace and strengthen them to preach your loving word. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



God of creation, bless fields and orchards. Protect the land from drought and bring life-

giving rain to support growth. Instruct your people in wise treatment of the world you have 

provided for all your creatures. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of community, bless all who seek justice between nations and peoples. Give guidance 

to bridge-builders, heal divisions, and inspire cooperation in times of crisis, disaster, and 

war. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of compassion, bless all who are in any need. Accompany all who are lonely and 

feeling abandoned and remind them of your abiding presence. Accompany all who are 

persecuted and exploited and open us to their cries. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of change, bless our transitions. Guide all who are embarking on new stages in life 

such as a new job, new school, or new community (especially). Sustain enduring 

friendships and kindle new relationships and interests. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God of comfort, bless all who mourn the deaths of their beloved ones. We give you thanks 

for the saints who have gone before us (especially). Renew our confidence in your promise 

of resurrection and life in the world to come. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



* OFFERING SONG 

 
 

* OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray:  Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us 

to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. 

Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. Amen. 

 

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

          And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

          We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

          It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right and salutary…(Here the minister continues with the preface appropriate 

to  the day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 
 



 
 

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

* THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come! 

          We come. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS who believe that the risen Christ is present in the Eucharist to forgive sin 

and renew life are invited to share at your pew.  Please remain there, kneel as you are able, and receive 

the elements using the communion packet you were given.  If there are other special needs, please 

speak to an usher.) 

 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



* POST COMMUNION HYMN 

 
 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray: Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could 

ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with 

your own life. In your name we pray.  Amen. 
 

* BLESSING 

And now a Blessing: The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with 

us, ☩ be upon you now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



* CLOSING SONG 

 
 

* SENDING 

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 
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