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Sunday, December 27th, 2020 

FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS / 10:00 AM 
 

 

* CALL TO WORSHIP 

L: Arise! Shine! The light you have been waiting for is here! 

P: Darkness has been-banished! 

(singer sings part of “Rise Up! Shine!”) 

 

L: God's light of hope floods the earth 

P: God's light comes to us all. 

(singer sings part of “Rise Up! Shine!”) 

 

L: Lord, make us ready to journey to this Light. 

P: Prepare our hearts to receive this Light. AMEN. 

(singer sings part of “Rise Up! Shine!”) 

 

Text: https://www.ministrymatters.com 

“Rise Up! Shine” traditional; © 2013 Augsburg Fortress  

 

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who was in the beginning, who makes a dwelling 

among us, who covers us with justice and mercy. Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

          Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of goodness and lovingkindness, 

we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors. We have turned away from 

your invitation to new life. We have turned away from the lowly and downtrodden. In 

your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins, those we know and those known only to you, for 

the sake of the one who came to live among us, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

Hear the good news of peace and salvation! God forgives us all our sins, not through our own 

work, but through ☩ Jesus Christ, made known to all people. With all who come to the manger, 

rejoice in this amazing gift of grace. Amen. 
 

 

 

 
* - Congregation Stands   (If for any reason you are unable to stand during the service, please remain seated.) 



 

* OPENING SONG 

 
 

 

* GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray:  Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more 

wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to share 

our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 



 

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 148 

 1Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; 

  praise God in the heights. 

 2Praise the LORD, all you angels; 

  sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 

 3Praise the LORD, sun and moon; 

  sing praise, all you shining stars.    

 4Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, 

  and you waters above the heavens. 

 5Let them praise the name of the LORD, 

  who commanded, and they were created, 

 6who made them stand fast forever and ever, 

  giving them a law that shall not pass away. 

 7Praise the LORD from the earth, 

  you sea monsters and all deeps; 

 8fire and hail, snow and fog, 

  tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 

 9mountains and all hills, 

  fruit trees and all cedars; 

 10wild beasts and all cattle, 

  creeping things and flying birds; 

 11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, 

  princes and all rulers of the world; 

 12young men and maidens, 

  old and young together. 

 13Let them praise the name of the LORD, 

  whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 

 14The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants, 

  the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. Hallelujah! 

 

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE OFFERING 
(The Joyful Noise Offering is a collection taken on the last Sunday of the month where the congregation donates 

its spare change, dollar bills, etc. to a service organization outside of our church.) 

 

Refrain:     Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!  (Repeat) 

  

Oh, how right it is to give thanks to Him, our creator and our king; 

We sing out our praise to the holy one;  We rejoice, we rejoice in our God!    (Repeat 

Refrain) 

 

  



SECOND READING: Galatians 4:4-7 

(for text of reading, see back of bulletin) 
 

* HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 

* THE WORD OF GOD: Luke 2:22-40 

A reading from the Gospel of Luke: 

 (for text of reading, see back of bulletin) 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON 
 

 



CONGREGATIONAL SONG 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



* NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken 

through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We 

acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the 

dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen 

 

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who 

are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Night and day, all creation praises you, O God. Strengthen your church across nations, 

denominations, and traditions. Fill us with wisdom and unify our proclamation of your 

forgiveness and mercy. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

All creation is holy to you, O God. You cause the earth to bring forth its shoots and gardens to 

spring up. Protect hibernating animals and frozen lands that wait earnestly for longer days of 

awakening and growth. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

The nations are upheld by your hand, O God. Cause righteousness and praise to spring forth, 

inspiring leaders to serve with compassion and integrity. Send your spirit of discernment upon 

legislators grappling with complex decisions for the sake of the common good. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Send the spirit of your Son into our hearts, O God. Come quickly to hearts that race with fear, 

hearts that break with grief, and hearts that long for wholeness (especially). Reveal your power 

to heal and to save. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Adopt us into your family, O God. Bless our elders with the peace and joy of Simeon and Anna. 

Strengthen those who have retired, those who work in older age, and those in need of income, 

food, company, or health care. Connect young and old across generations. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

     



Let us depart in peace, O God, according to your word. For (John, apostle and evangelist, and) 

all your saints, we give you thanks. Prepare our salvation in the sight of all your witnesses of 

every time and place. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers to 

you, in the name of Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC 

 

* OFFERING SONG - "WE ARE AN OFFERING" 

 
 

* OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray:  Gracious God, you came to us as one unknown, bringing joy and salvation to the 

earth. Nourish us at your banquet table, that with all who welcome your birth we may proclaim 

your peace, revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

 

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

          And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

          We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

          It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right and salutary…(Here the minister continues with the preface appropriate to  

the day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



 

 
 

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

* THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen 

 

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The Word is revealed in a manger, in simple bread and wine. Come meet Christ in this meal. 

          We come. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS who believe that the risen Christ is present in the Eucharist to forgive sin and 

renew life are invited to share at your pew.  Please remain there, kneel as you are able, and receive the 

elements using the communion packet you were given.  If there are other special needs, please speak to an 

usher.) 
 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



* POST COMMUNION HYMN 

 
 

 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray:  We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us from your very 

self with the body and blood of Christ. Through this mystery, send us forth to proclaim your 

promise to a world in need, through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 

 

* BLESSING 

And now a Blessing: Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through 

the angels, sent the shepherds with good news, and led the magi by a star, bless you this day ☩ 

through the Word made flesh. Amen. 
 

 

  



* CLOSING SONG 

 
 

* SENDING 

Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 
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