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THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT / 10:00 AM 

 

* CALL TO WORSHIP 

L: Joy fills our lives, when we center our lives on Jesus Christ. 

P: Hope fills our hearts, when we focus on our Savior. 

 

 (Soloist sings “Fill Me Now.”) 

 

L: Comfort fills our spirits, when we believe in the Lord. 

P: Peace fills our souls, when we seek to do God’s Work. 

 

 (Soloist sings “Fill Me Now.”) 

 

L: Come, let us celebrate and praise our Lord.  

P: Lord, open our hearts today to sing your praises. AMEN. 

 

https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/2446/worship-connection-march-11-2018 

“Fill Me Now” by Edward H. Stokes (1879) 

 

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of 

steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer. Amen. 

 

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one 

who is full of compassion. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Fountain of living water, 

pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. Rebuild what 

we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your cleansing flood. 

Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and restorers of 

the world you so love. Amen. 

 

Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of Jesus 

Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers 

them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus. Amen. 
 

 
* - Congregation Stands   (If for any reason you are unable to stand during the service, please remain seated.) 



 

* OPENING SONG 

 
 

* GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray:  O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this 

fallen world and rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that 

all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



FIRST READING: Numbers 21:4-9 

          (for text of reading, see back of bulletin) 

 

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 19 

 1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good, 

  for God’s mercy endures forever. 

 2Let the redeemed of the LORD proclaim 

  that God redeemed them from the hand of the foe, 

 3gathering them in from the lands; 

  from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south. 

 17Some were fools and took rebellious paths; 

  through their sins they were afflicted. 

 18They loathed all manner of food 

  and drew near to death’s door. 

 19Then in their trouble they cried to the LORD 

  and you delivered them from their distress. 

 20You sent forth your word and healed them 

  and rescued them from the grave. 

 21Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for your steadfast love 

  and your wonderful works for all people. 

 22Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving 

  and tell of your deeds with shouts of joy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

* HYMN OF PRAISE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

* THE WORD OF GOD: John 3:14-21 

A reading from the Gospel of John. 

 (for text of reading, see back of bulletin) 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



CONGREGATIONAL SONG 

 
 

* APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in 

Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried. He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  He 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come 

again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 
 

 

 

 



* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in 

need. 

A brief silence. 

You sent your Son that the world might be saved through him. Inspire the witness of the 

church throughout the world. Empower missionaries, Bible translators, and ministries of 

service in your name. Bless our partners in ministry (specific mission partners may be 

named), our ELCA global partner churches, and Young Adults in Global Mission. Hear 

us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

From east to west your steadfast love is shown. Nourish seas and deserts, wilderness 

areas and cities. Give water to thirsty lands; nurture spring growth that feeds hungry 

creatures; bless farmers as they prepare for the growing season. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You sustained your people in the wilderness. Give courage to all who lead in times of 

crisis and scarce resources. Prosper the work of those who aid victims of famine and 

drought (especially). Bring peace in places where scares resources cause violence. Hear 

us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Your mercy endures forever. Deliver all who cry to you, especially those who are hungry 

or without homes. Give life in places where death seems triumphant; give healing to 

those who are sick and comfort to those who mourn. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

By grace we have been saved. Fill this congregation to overflowing with that grace, that 

we show mercy to others. Nourish any in our midst who are hungry, especially children, 

and bless our ministries of feeding and shelter (especially). Give us patience and courage 

when the way seems long. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Your Son was lifted up that whoever believes might have eternal life. We praise you for 

all who have died in Christ. Bring us with all the saints into the fullness of your promises. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Amen. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC 

 

 

 

 

 



* OFFERING SONG - "WE ARE AN OFFERING" 

 
 

* OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray:  Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our 

hunger with bread from heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from 

death to life with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

          And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

          We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

          It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right and salutary…(Here the minister continues with the preface appropriate 

to  the day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 

 
 

 



 
 

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

* THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come to this meal and be fed. 

          We come. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS who believe that the risen Christ is present in the Eucharist to forgive sin and 

renew life are invited to share at your pew.  Please remain there, kneel as you are able, and receive the 

elements using the communion packet you were given.  If there are other special needs, please speak to an 

usher.) 
 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

Amen 

 

 

 

 



* POST COMMUNION HYMN 

 

 
 

 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray:  God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for 

the sake of the world. Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to 

the love that has made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

* BLESSING 

And now a blessing: You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good 

works, chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you ☩ that 

you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



* CLOSING SONG 

 
 

* SENDING 

Go in peace.  Share the Good News. 

Thanks be to God. 
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