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SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS / 10:00 AM 

 

* CALL TO WORSHIP 

L: Arise! Shine! The light you have been waiting for is here! 

P: Darkness has been banished! 

(singer sings part of “Rise Up! Shine!”) 

 

L: God's light of hope floods the earth 

P: God's light comes to us all. 

(singer sings part of “Rise Up! Shine!”) 

 

L: Lord, make us ready to journey to this Light. 

P: Prepare our hearts to receive this Light. AMEN. 

(singer sings part of “Rise Up! Shine!”) 

 

Text: https://www.ministrymatters.com 

“Rise Up! Shine” traditional; © 2013 Augsburg Fortress  

 

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who was in the beginning, who makes a dwelling 

among us, who covers us with justice and mercy. Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

          Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of goodness and lovingkindness, 

we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors. We have turned away from 

your invitation to new life. We have turned away from the lowly and downtrodden. In 

your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins, those we know and those known only to you, for 

the sake of the one who came to live among us, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

Hear the good news of peace and salvation! God forgives us all our sins, not through our own 

work, but through ☩ Jesus Christ, made known to all people. With all who come to the manger, 

rejoice in this amazing gift of grace. Amen. 

 
 

 

 
* - Congregation Stands   (If for any reason you are unable to stand during the service, please remain seated.) 

 

 



* OPENING SONG 

 
 

* GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray:  Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. 

By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
 

 



RESPONSIVE READING: Wisdom of Solomon 10:15-21 

 15A holy people and blameless race; 

  wisdom delivered from a nation of oppressors. 

 16She entered the soul of a servant of the Lord, 

  and withstood dread kings with wonders and signs. 

 17She gave to holy people the reward of their labors; 

  she guided them along a marvelous way, 

 and became a shelter to them by day, 

  and a starry flame through the night. R 

 18She brought them over the Red Sea, 

  and led them through deep waters; 

 19but she drowned their enemies, 

  and cast them up from the depth of the sea. 

 20Therefore the righteous plundered the ungodly; 

  they sang hymns, O Lord, to your holy name, and praised with one accord your defending 

hand; 

 21for wisdom opened the mouths of those who were mute, 

  and made the tongues of infants speak clearly. 

 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14 
(for text of reading, see back of bulletin) 

 

 

  



* HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 

* THE WORD OF GOD: John 1:[1-9] 10-18 

A reading from the Gospel of John: 

 (for text of reading, see back of bulletin) 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CONGREGATIONAL SONG 

  
 

  



* NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken 

through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We 

acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the 

dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who 

are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Redeeming God, you gather together your people from the farthest parts of the earth. Protect 

your church from stumbling. Let it not be overcome by sorrow, division, or despair. Make us 

radiant with goodness, that we might live always to the praise of your glory. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You bring together heaven and earth. All creation testifies to your splendor. Hold the 

ecosystems of this earth in delicate balance, from coastlands to farmlands, forests to wetlands, 

deserts to rainforests. Show us new ways to live in harmony with the world around us. Hear us, 

O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You overflow with grace upon grace. Expand the imaginations of those who serve in positions 

of authority. Open their hearts to the needs of their nations and communities. Protect all those in 

harm’s way and those risking danger for the sake of others. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You bring consolation to those who weep. Embrace those who feel far-off, excluded, or 

defeated. Accompany those living with chronic and invisible illness. Sustain the weak and 

weary. Refresh those who labor under the weight of pain or sickness (especially). Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You come to us in the beauty of darkness and of light. Bring justice and reconciliation to 

communities divided by oppressions and misuse of power. Guide us to speak holy words of 

advocacy and truth. Help us to honor your image in one another. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 



Here other intercessions may be offered. 

You turn our mourning into joy. We give thanks for those who have died in faith (especially). 

With all the saints, give us our inheritance in Christ. In the fullness of time, gather us all 

together in your mercy. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers to 

you, in the name of Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC 

 

* OFFERING SONG - "WE ARE AN OFFERING" 

 
 

* OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray:  Gracious God, you came to us as one unknown, bringing joy and salvation to the 

earth. Nourish us at your banquet table, that with all who welcome your birth we may proclaim 

your peace, revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

          And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

          We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

          It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right and salutary…(Here the minister continues with the preface appropriate to  

the day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 



 
 

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

* THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen 

 

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The Word is revealed in a manger, in simple bread and wine. Come meet Christ in this meal. 

          We come. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS who believe that the risen Christ is present in the Eucharist to forgive sin and 

renew life are invited to share at your pew.  Please remain there, kneel as you are able, and receive the 

elements using the communion packet you were given.  If there are other special needs, please speak to an 

usher.) 
 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  Amen 

 

  



* POST COMMUNION HYMN 

 
 

 

 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray:  We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us from your very 

self with the body and blood of Christ. Through this mystery, send us forth to proclaim your 

promise to a world in need, through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 

 

* BLESSING 

And now a Blessing: Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through 

the angels, sent the shepherds with good news, and led the magi by a star, bless you this day ☩ 

through the Word made flesh. Amen. 
 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 

* SENDING 

Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 
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