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Sunday, October 31st, 2021 

REFORMATION DAY / 10:00 AM 

 

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, 

and whose love is endless. Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God our comforter: 

like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. We 

turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with our 

apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to 

you for help. Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. Amen. 

 

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, 

God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 

Amen. 
 

* OPENING SONG 

 
 

 
 

 
* - Congregation Stands   (If for any reason you are unable to stand during the service, please remain seated.)  



 
 

 

   
 

* GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray:  Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews 

the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them 

steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all 

enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 (for text of reading, see back of bulletin) 

 

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE OFFERING 

(The Joyful Noise Offering is a collection taken on the last Sunday of the month where the 

congregation donates its spare change, dollar bills, etc. to a service organization 

outside of our church.) 

Refrain:     Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!  (Repeat) 

  

Oh, how right it is to give thanks to Him, our creator and our king; 

We sing out our praise to the holy one; We rejoice, we rejoice in our God!    (Repeat 

Refrain) 

 

  



RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 46 

 1God is our refuge and strength, 

  a very present help in trouble. 

 2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 

  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 

 3though its waters rage and foam, 

  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
      4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

  the holy habitation of the Most High. 

 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 

  God shall help it at the break of day. 

 6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 

  God speaks, and the earth melts away. 

 7The LORD of hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

 8Come now, regard the works of the LORD, 

  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 

 9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 

  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 

 10“Be still, then, and know that I am God; 

  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 

 11The LORD of hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28 (for text of reading, see back of bulletin) 

 

  



* HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 
 

* THE WORD OF GOD: John 8:31-36 

A reading from the Gospel of St. John: 

(for text of reading, see back of bulletin) 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON / DRAMA PRESENTATION 

 

  



CONGREGATIONAL SONG 

 
 

 

 
 

Additional verses: 

 

3 "This is the Christ, God's Son most high, 

 who hears your sad and bitter cry, 

 who will himself your Savior be 

 and from all sin will set you free." 

 

14 "Glory to God in highest heav'n, 

 who unto us the Son has giv'n." 

 With angels sing in pious mirth 

 a glad new year to all the earth! 
 

* NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 

true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things 

were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power 

of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He 

has spoken through the prophets.   



We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one 

Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 

the life of the world to come. Amen 

 

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join in prayer for all of 

God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for all who long for a word of truth and for the radical grace that flows from the 

cross. Inspire congregations to freely and boldly proclaim your love for all people with 

persistence and hope. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We pray for your creation, for mountains, rivers, streams, cities, homesteads, and 

neighborhoods. Write in our hearts a new love and care for creation. Give us the will to 

curb wasteful habits and to hold accountable those who neglect the vulnerable. Hear us, 

O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We pray for all who aspire to public office and for all who will vote on Tuesday at local 

polling places (especially). Pour wisdom and understanding upon all who govern so that 

communities of justice and peace may thrive. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We pray for all who long for healing in mind, body, or spirit (especially). Strengthen 

hospitals, clinics, counseling centers, nursing homes, and recovery centers to be holy 

spaces of renewal that all might live the abundant life you intend. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We pray for all who seek to grow in faith and love of you. Guide teaching and learning in 

confirmation, small groups, Sunday school, youth groups, schools, seminaries, and 

universities. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We give thanks for all the saints and reformers who have gone before us who dwell in 

your holy habitation (especially). Give us courage through their example to challenge 

unjust systems and work toward life-giving reformation. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your hands; through 

Jesus Christ, our truth and life. 

Amen. 

 

OFFERING  

 

SPECIAL MUSIC 

 

 



* OFFERING SONG 

 
 

* OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray:  God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna 

to rain from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the 

offering of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

          And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

          We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

          It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right and salutary…(Here the minister continues with the preface appropriate 

to  the day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 
 



 
 

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

* THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied. 

          We come. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS who believe that the risen Christ is present in the Eucharist to forgive sin and renew life are 

invited to share at your pew.  Please remain there, kneel as you are able, and receive the elements using the communion 

packet you were given.  If there are other special needs, please speak to an usher.) 

 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



* POST COMMUNION HYMN 
 

 
 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray: Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our 

faith into a feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing 

witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

* BLESSING 

And now a Blessing: People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a 

suffering world. The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



* CLOSING SONG 

 
 

* SENDING 

Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 

Thanks be to God. 
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