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Sunday, September 26th, 2021 

THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST / 10:00 AM 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

L: We are blind, yet we believe that we see. 

P: Lord, heal our blindness. 

L: We utter words of prejudice and hatred, yet we believe that our words hold 

compassion. 

P: Lord, heal our thoughts and our words. 

 

(Soloist sings “Open Our Eyes”.) 

 

L: Help us to see our compassionate Lord. 

P: Help us to hear Jesus’ words of forgiveness. 

L: Reach into our hearts, Lord, and give us healing. 

P: Reach into our lives, Lord, and teach us to love. AMEN. 

 

(Soloist sings “Open Our Eyes”.) 
 

text © ministrymatters.com 

song © 1976 Maranatha Music 

 

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, 

and whose love is endless. Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God our comforter: 

like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. We 

turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with our 

apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to 

you for help. Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. Amen. 

 

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, 

God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 

Amen. 
 

 

 
* - Congregation Stands   (If for any reason you are unable to stand during the service, please remain seated.)  



* OPENING SONG 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



* GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray:  O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome us as 

beloved children. Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish ambition, that we may walk in 

your ways of wisdom and understanding as servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29 (for text of reading, see back of 

bulletin) 

 

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 19-7-14 

 7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; 

  the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 

 8The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; 

  the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes. 

 9The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; 

  the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 

 10More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, 

  sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 

 11By them also is your servant enlightened, 

  and in keeping them there is great reward. 

 12Who can detect one’s own offenses? 

  Cleanse me from my secret faults. 

 13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over 

me; 

  then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 

 14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in 

your sight, 

  O LORD, my strength and my redeemer. 

 

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE OFFERING 

(The Joyful Noise Offering is a collection taken on the last Sunday of the month where the 

congregation donates its spare change, dollar bills, etc. to a service organization 

outside of our church.) 

Refrain:     Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!  (Repeat) 

  

Oh, how right it is to give thanks to Him, our creator and our king; 

We sing out our praise to the holy one; We rejoice, we rejoice in our God!    (Repeat 

Refrain) 

 



SECOND READING: James 5:13-20 (for text of reading, see back of bulletin) 
 

* HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 

* THE WORD OF GOD: Mark 9:38-50 

A reading from the Gospel of St. Mark: 

(for text of reading, see back of bulletin) 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CONGREGATIONAL SONG 

 
 

* APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in 

Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried. He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  He 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come 

again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 

 

 

 



* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in 

need. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for the church and its ministry. Bless the newly baptized and encourage them in 

their journey of faith. Sustain all members of the body of Christ in lives of prayer, 

service, and worship. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

We pray for natural wonders of your creation (local waterways, forests, and natural 

areas may be named). Restore damaged forests, waterways and natural habitats and lead 

us to be good stewards of what you have provided. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

We pray for those in authority. Give them wise minds and compassionate hearts. 

Strengthen in them a desire to protect the vulnerable and care for those underserved. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

We pray for those who are struggling with cancer, dementia, or any other disease. 

Provide them with peace and resilience for the days ahead. Sustain caregivers with 

energy and patience. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

We pray for the worship leaders of this congregation: musicians, readers, acolytes, and 

ushers (other roles may be added to reflect your context). Bless us through their ministry 

and grant them the passion to continue in their service. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We give thanks for all your saints, those we have loved and known and those from every 

time and place. Continue to guide us by their example and reassure us of your promised 

salvation. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



* OFFERING SONG 

 
 

* OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray:  God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna 

to rain from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the 

offering of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

          And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

          We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

          It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right and salutary…(Here the minister continues with the preface appropriate 

to  the day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 
 
 



 
 

 

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

* THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied. 

          We come. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS who believe that the risen Christ is present in the Eucharist to forgive sin and renew life are 

invited to share at your pew.  Please remain there, kneel as you are able, and receive the elements using the communion 

packet you were given.  If there are other special needs, please speak to an usher.) 

 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



* POST COMMUNION HYMN 

 
 

 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray: Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our 

faith into a feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing 

witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

* BLESSING 

And now a Blessing: People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a 

suffering world. The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



* CLOSING SONG 

 
 

* SENDING 

Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 

Thanks be to God. 
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